Petition Seeking a Dispensation
By
Louis J. Hohman

Most Holy Father,

I, Louis J. Hohman, the undersigned priest, humbly petition Your Holiness
for a dispensation from the obligations of my priesthood, including that of celibacy. |
truly yearn to be in full communion with the Church, participating fully in her
sacramental life. That ardent desire grows stronger as the years go by.

I was born on August 25, 1921 in Rochester, New York, USA. My father was a
banker at the time of my birth but became an executive in a local grocery chain. He was
Roman Catholic having attended St. Joseph’s school in Rochester. My mother was also
Roman Catholic and attended Blessed Sacrament School in Rochester. | had one brother
and two sisters. Two younger brothers died in infancy.

| attended St. Ambrose parochial school and became an altar server in fifth grade.
I became ardently devoted to serving at Mass and when the associate pastor came to our
classroom to pass out application blanks for the minor seminary, I signed up. My mother
thought I should have waited until after high school, but | had made the decision and
entered St. Andrew’s Preparatory Seminary in September of 1935. Subsequently | went
to St. Bernard’s Major Seminary in Rochester and was ordained a priest on October 18,
1946.

My priestly career spanned forty-nine years in which I held a variety of
assignments. | was associate pastor at two parishes, full pastor at two others, chaplain at
a major college, and performed various functions in the print, radio, and television media.

I was spiritual director at the minor seminary, spiritual director at the college
seminary and rector of the college seminary for three years.

I loved the priesthood and loved what | was doing. | loved the people with whom
I worked and for whom | worked. I loved the Church and still do, attending regularly and
taking part to the extent | am permitted.

I do have serious questions about my ability to understand and deal with the
problems that arose in the matter of celibacy. | feel | was totally unprepared to accept the
obligation of celibacy, partly because of my naiveté.

The minor seminary did everything it could to keep us aloof from matters sexual
and that included our personal sexuality. Unfortunately, | had acquired the habit of not
seeking advice in important matters, especially when those matters might be
embarrassing. Therefore | failed to ask questions about the powerful feeling that began
to well up inside me.

That culture continued in the major seminary. Even in the study of the tract on
sex, an aura of secrecy prevailed. De Sexto was the only tract in our theological studies
that was available only in the Latin language. One might ask why this was so.

Perhaps more significant was the failure on the part of the seminary faculty to
take any notice or give any instruction or advice on celibacy in the time immediately
previous to the reception of the subdiaconate. We were told that the obligation was there



but we were never given any training or instruction on the meaning and implications of
the obligation. 1 do not ever recall being told the significance of celibacy.

We knew we could not achieve our goal of priesthood unless we accepted the
obligation of celibacy. Unfortunately | was so intent on the priesthood that | brushed
aside the whole matter of celibacy. In terms of my own sexuality and my relationships
with others | remained a child, quite unable to cope with the major issues that would arise
in that area.

Personally I knew | was seriously attracted to women (girls) but did not take the
attraction seriously because | wanted the priesthood so very much. | felt these were
merely temptations that had to be rejected. | did not understand that I was so powerfully
attracted to intimate relationship with a female that I should have realized my ability to
meet the demands of celibacy was seriously lacking. Unfortunately I did not deem it
serious enough to seek counsel. Perhaps | was ashamed or was afraid the counselor
would recommend that | leave the seminary.

As time went on, more and more serious temptations rose up and more and more |
succumbed to them despite the fact that | loved the priesthood and did not want to extract
myself from it. | fell and came back several times. Looking back, | feel strongly that
despite my love for what | was doing, | was ill prepared to live up to the obligations of
celibacy.

One particular happening confirmed this. 1 “fell in love * with a young lady who
was a friend of the family. Because she was married | was able to put aside the
attraction. However, her husband died leaving six children. | felt I wanted to help her
since she was now a widow facing the daunting task of supporting and raising six
children. As often happens we ended up in a deep relationship that held powerful sexual
implications. After repeated failures, we struggled to overcome our desire and eventually
we did.

But now | was fully aware of the drive | had failed to understand and for the rest
of my career struggled to overcome it. At the time of my retirement I had developed a
friendship with a lady who has since become my wife. | felt strongly that I could at this
point end the struggle to maintain celibacy and enter an intimate relationship with a
woman, a status | had long resisted.

Our marriage ceremony took place in the chapel of Colgate Rochester Divinity
School before a retired minister. We have had ten years of happy marriage; At the same
time | have a deep love for the Roman Catholic Church, especially its Sacraments and
being a part of the faith community. 1 still read the Divine Office daily and attending
Mass is a very important part of each week. | firmly believe in my need to do the works
of love which are the works of the Gospel. | have a strong desire to do these things
within the context of the Church itself. Finally I wish to spend my latter days (I am 84
years old) as a practicing Catholic and I truly yearn to be in full communion with the
Church. For that purpose | submit this petition.

Respectfully,
G el
Louis J. Hohman
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